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Environmental Defense appreciates this opportunity to submit comments on the robust
summary/test plan for glycolic acid.

The Dupont SHE Excellence Center concludes that no new testing is necessary based on
information presented in the robust summaries. We concur with this conclusion and we also
commend Dupont for preparing a concise yet complete document, which clearly indicates that
available toxicity data is more than adequate to fulfill requirements under the HPV program. We
note that a 90-day toxicity study has been conducted including immunotoxicity and neurotoxicity
endpoints, both of which were negative. Developmental and reproductive studies, using
established protocols, indicate a NOAEL of 150 mg/kg/day. Developmental effects appear to be
associated with maternal toxicity. In addition, an in vitro embryotoxicity study was conducted and
this will help add to the database on comparisons between in vivo and in vitro
studies. Although glycolic acid was positive in the in vitro mouse lymphoma assay, high
concentrations were required and other genotoxicity endpoints were negative, including
Salmonella.

We also commend Dupont for providing exposure data regarding potential human exposures as
the chemical moves through commerce into consumer applications. Glycolic acid is found in many
foods, most notably fruits and vegetables. In general, it appears that exposure through its natural
presence in foods is an order of magnitude greater than glycolic acid exposure during product
formulation and household uses.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.
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